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Freemasonry in the Metropolitan Area continues 
to thrive with 2016 proving to be another busy 
year and it is a privilege to reflect on the year’s 
activities, where continued progress has been 
evident in so many positive ways.
Following the election of the Metropolitan Board 
during October 2016, I was delighted to welcome 
Ivan Ginnelly and Dave Levins to the Board and 
we look forward to their contribution over the 
coming months. I was saddened to have to say 
farewell to Andrew Lyall and Paul Gillen who 
have stood down as members following a number 
of years of distinguished service.

The Metropolitan Board Members 
2017 and the Lodges they are 
assigned to represent

Board Members Representing Lodges

Derek Brennan
Emerald Isle 19, Clontarf 
249, Fitzgibbon 331 & Lux 
Diei

Joseph Byrne
GML, Victoria 4, Dalkey 
261, Skillet & Trowel 981 & 
Met Ritual Class

Philip Daley 
(ex offico) Lodge Ireland 2000

Lionel Fifield Lodge No. 2, University 33 & 
St Cecilia 494

Carter Fly Fidelity 125, Ruby 339 & 
Curragh Emerald 397

Ivan Ginnelly Duke of York 25, Acacia 225 
& France & d’Ireland 884

Seamus Greene Orpheus 426, Military 728 & 
Garrison 730

Dave Levins Lodge No. 500

Geoff Lovegrove
Leinster 141, Corinthian 
Commercial 245 & Oracle 
1003

John Morris Trinity College 357 & 
Caxton 511

Norman 
O’Galligan

Chetwode Crawley 395 & 
Victory 478

Randal 
Robertson

Kingstown 510 & The First 
Volunteer 620

Gareth Walsh Unity 238, & Molesworth 611
Terry Woods Temple 6 & Israel 126
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Summer Lodge
The 18th Annual Summer Lodge took place in 
the Grand Lodge Room, Molesworth Street on 
Wednesday, 20th July with over 140 Brethren 
present for a very enjoyable afternoon. R.W. 
Bro. Philip Daley, Chairman of the Metropolitan 
Board welcomed the many distinguished 
Brethren representing Freemasonry in Ireland 
and in particular the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. 
Douglas T. Grey, Past Grand Master, M.W.Bro. 
Eric Waller and Deputy Grand Master, R.W.Bro. 
Rodney McCurley.
The Meeting honoured the memory of departed 
Brethren, family and friends and remembered 
with thankfulness, those we have known and 
loved who have gone to the Grand Lodge above. 
The Brethren observed a period of silence to 
remember all those who mourn.
During the afternoon The Grand Master 
presented the Claret Jug to the Worshipful 
Master of Clontarf Lodge No. 249, W.Bro. Frank 
Pentony.
Following the Meeting we were delighted to 
welcome Eamonn Lawlor. Eamonn, formally of 
RTÉ Lyric fm and presenter of the Lyric Concert 
and Friday Concert programme. Eamonn has 
been Master of Ceremonies for all the Irish 
Freemasons Young Musician of the Year 
Competitions since it began.
Prior to the Meeting over 70 Brethren and 
Ladies enjoyed an excellent lunch and following 
the meeting the Brethren and their Ladies retired 
to partake of the complimentary refreshments.
The Metropolitan Board is indebted to the many 
Brethren from around the world who attend 
Summer Lodge and we look forward to seeing 
many more next year when the Meeting will take 
place on Wednesday, 19th July 2017 at 2.30 p.m.

Metropolitan Class of Instruction
The Metropolitan Class of Instruction exists 
to support Freemasons in the Metropolitan 
area and its surrounding environs by providing 
instruction and guidance on matters concerning 
Ritual and Ceremony. Classes are primarily 
Opening and Closing Ritual but can cover any 

other topic of Ritual that participants may wish 
to raise.
The Metropolitan Class of Instruction comes 
under the remit of The Grand Lodge of 
Instruction. This year the Class Leader is V.W. 
Bro. Gordon Allen, Assistant Grand Secretary 
for Instruction and he will work with a team 
of highly competent Brethren to deliver the 
programme of instructional classes.
The Metropolitan Class of Instruction meets on 
the first, second and third Monday of each month 
between October and February at Freemasons’ 
Hall, 17 Molesworth Street, The Class will begin 
each night at 7.00 p.m. and typically lasts for up 
to two hours.

Metropolitan BBQ
In June Freemasons’ Hall provided an excellent 
location for the now very popular annual 
Metropolitan Barbeque. A very enjoyable 
and successful evening was had by all. The 
generosity of those attending resulted in over 
€2,000 for the charities.

MetroMason
MetroMason continues to be published and is 
resident on the Metropolitan website and those 
that have emails are sent the link so it may be 
accessed. It is also sent by snail mail to those 
who do not have an email facility and there are 
copies available in the entrance hall downstairs. 
The Editorial Team is grateful for the items 
received for inclusion and look forward to the 
continued supply of suitable topics that may be 
included in future issues.

Development Plan – Building for the 
Future
The Metropolitan Board launched its Strategic 
Development Plan “Building for the Future” 
which will run through to 2020. The plan covers 
many topics that fall under the following four 
main headings:
•	 Governance
•	 Benevolence
•	 Membership
•	 Facilities	and	Social
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The Metropolitan Board looks forward to 
working with the Brethren and Lodges in the 
Metropolitan Area as we strive together to 
provide a sustainable organisation for the future.
Included in the Development Plan was the 
adoption of a Non-Masonic Charity. The 
Metropolitan Board is delighted to support 
CanCare4Living for the next 12 months as part 
of its outreach programme.
CanCare4Living is a registered Charity for long 
term follow up care for survivors of childhood 
cancers in Ireland.
Childrens’ cancer care in Ireland includes 
comprehensive counselling and medical support.  
However, this is replaced with a more limited 
care regime when survivors reach the age of 18. 
Chemo and radio therapies acting on immature 
tissues do have long-term effects. Some survivors 
experience medical and psychological problems 
and all need life-long monitoring. Ireland as yet 
lacks a system for Long Term Follow-Up Care 
for survivors.
CanCare4Living is a new organization founded 
in 2014 by two parents of survivors. The short 
term Aims and Objectives are to recognize 
survivors as a group; Promote coordinated 
Long Term Follow-Up Care and participate in 
research on appropriate care models, including 
recognition of psycho-social problems related to 
childhood cancer, poor self-esteem, low energy 
and achievement, difficulties with Educators, 
Employers and State Bodies.
We hope that all Lodges will get behind this 
project and consider a small one-off contribution 
somewhere in the region of €50 to €100 to assist 
this project. Some of the proceeds from events 
that The Metropolitan Board run will also be 
directed towards CanCare4Living during the 
next 12 months.

Travelling Maul
The Travelling Maul is designed to encourage 
and develop inter-Lodge visiting within the 
Metropolitan Area, and to develop and extend 
the fellowship of Freemasonry.
The Travelling Maul commenced its journey in 

Dalkey Lodge No. 261 and has been captured 
by Caxton Lodge No. 511, Victoria Lodge IV, 
Leinster Lodge No. 141 and Unity Lodge No. 
238. It is hoped that many more Lodges will get 
involved in this social aspect of Freemasonry.

Events
The Metropolitan Board provides many 
resources for the Brethren and part of that 
resource is providing interesting and topical 
events that are of benefit to Brethren and their 
families. 

The	Green	Committee
The Green Committee continues to engage 
with our younger Brethren with various events 
arranged that encourage younger members 
and prospective members, together with their 
families, to become involved. The Green 
Committee under the direction of Gareth Walsh 
is to be congratulated on its achievements to 
date.

Website & Social Media
The Metropolitan Board website www.
metromason.ie is under continual development 
and is an ideal way of getting information 
to every Lodge and every Brother in the 
Metropolitan area that have access to the World 
Wide Web and as the website develops facilities 
will be available to host Lodge websites.
The Metropolitan Board has put in place an IT 
Development Group to manage the Metropolitan 
Area IT Development including websites and 
social media and is currently seeking volunteers 
with the necessary experience in website 
development and social media development 
using platforms such as Wordpress, Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram to join this group. Details 
are included in the current issue of MetroMason.

Lux Diei Lodge
Lux Diei Lodge was constituted on 3rd March 
1988 to cater for Brethren who find 
it difficult to attend evening 
Meetings for a variety of reasons 
such as working unsociable 
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hours or Brethren who prefer not to travel in 
the evening. The Metropolitan Board is actively 
promoting Lux Diei and would encourage you 
to drop along on the 4th Friday at 2.15 p.m. 
each month except, June, July, August and 
December. The Meetings are reasonably short 
and would normally have a short presentation 
on an interesting topic. A light lunch is usually 
available prior to the Meeting and following the 
Meeting afternoon tea is served.

TLC
Teddies for Loving Care, launched in July, 2013 
has continued its success with over 110,000 
teddies delivered to 35 hospitals on the island of 
Ireland.
Today is an opportunity on behalf on the TLC 
team to say thank you to each and every one of 
you for your support of this project that has been 
forthcoming in many ways, such as raising funds 
or delivering teddies to hospitals.

Thank You
In conclusion, I want to express my sincere 
thanks to the Brethren of the Lodges in the 
Metropolitan Area for their encouragement 
and support. It would be impossible to record 
individual thanks to the many who have given 
of their time and talents, but the Board wishes 

to place on record their appreciation and thanks 
to the many who have assisted during the year. 
No Committee runs by itself and the Board 
is fortunate to have many talented people as 
members and would take this opportunity 
to say thank you to them for its support and 
Commitment during 2016.

The Deputy Chairman R.W. Bro. Geoff Lovegrove

Treasurer R.W. Bro. Andrew Lyall

Secretary R.W. Bro. Randal Robertson

Almoner W. Bro. Derek Brennan

Steward of Charities W. Bro. Lionel Fifield

Communications W. Bro. Carter Fly

The Green Committee W. Bro. Gareth Walsh

and the other members of the Board who 
undertake Lodge visits together with many other 
tasks throughout the year.
Finally, my thanks to R.W.Bro. D. Barry Lyons, 
Grand Secretary, W.Bro. Morgan McCreadie, 
Assistant to the Grand Secretary and all the staff 
in Molesworth Street for their help and guidance 
throughout the year.

Philip Daley
Chairman, Metropolitan Board

Dates for your Diary
Venue Event Day Date Time

Freemasons’ Hall Musical Memories Saturday 1st Apr 17 19:30

Freemasons’ Hall Metropolitan BBQ Saturday 17th Jun 17 19:00

Freemasons’ Hall Ballet Performance Saturday 24th Jun 17 19:00

Freemasons’ Hall Summer Lodge Wednesday 19th Jul 17 14:30

Acting	Grand	Secretary	/	Chairman	of	the	Metropolitan	Board
During January 2017, following his appointment as Acting Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro. Philip 
Daley stood down as Chairman of the Metropolitan Board with immediate effect. R.W.Bro. 
Derek Brennan has been elected Chairman and we wish him every success in his new role.
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As some of you will know the Grand Secretary’s 
wife has been quite seriously ill and he requested 
that he be allowed to stand down from his role 
that he has occupied since May 2005 to take care 
of her.

With great reluctance the Grand Master and the 
Cabinet acceded to his request and Barry retired 
on 31st December 2016.

He will not be lost to the Order entirely as he 
will continue to act as a confidential advisor 
to the Grand Master on foreign affairs which 
he has done with great distinction. His advice 
has always been invaluable. He will also begin 
to research the history of the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland in anticipation of our tercentenary in 
2025 thus adding to the two volumes previously 
published in 1925 and 1957.

R.W.Bro. Barry joined the staff in 1987 as 
Librarian and was responsible for getting its 
historical records into a manageable state and 
the work is ongoing.

He became a member of the Order in 1989, 
served as Worshipful Master in 1993 and has 
supported Leinster Lodge 141 whenever he 
could, a difficult task considering he was in this 
building from 8 am to 5 pm practically every 
day. He served under the renowned Sydney 
Brown until Sydney became ill when Barry took 

over the duties of Assistant Secretary in 1997 
under the watchful eye and excellent tutelage 
of probably the greatest Freemason any of us 
has ever known, the great R.W.Bro. Michael 
W Walker. He learned a lot from Michael, 
especially in regard to overseas Grand Lodges, 
but Michael allowed Barry to manage in his own 
inimitable style.

In 2005 Barry was appointed Grand Secretary 
and since then has carried out the relevant duties 
in close co-operation with three Grand Masters. 
M.W.Bro. Douglas Grey, M.W.Bro. George 
Dunlop and M.W.Bro. Eric Waller together with 
the relevant Deputies and Assistants.

W.Bro. Morgan McCreaie also expressed his 
desire to stand down from his duties. W.Bro. 
Morgan has served this Order in so many. Suffice 
it to say, W.Bro. Morgan has not only been an 
exemplary Mason but a true friend to very many 
Brethren throughout the Masonic World. 

The Metropolitan Board would like to place on 
record its thanks to both Barry and Morgan for 
their assistance over the years and wish both 
Barry and Morgan a very happy retirement and 
best wishes for the future.

Retirement of the Grand Secretary and the 
Assistant to the Grand Secretary
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1. Robert William Shekleton Q.C.  J.P.  
(1825-1899)
A member of Leinster Lodge No. 141, Dublin, he 
served as Deputy Grand Master from 1869 until 
his resignation due to ill health in 1897.
The execution of this portrait was entrusted to 
the President of the Royal Hibernian Academy, 
Sir Thomas Jones. It proved to be an admirable 
likeness and elicited warm applause at its 
unveiling in December 1886. It was said that the 
painter’s heart was in the work as well as his 
hand.
2. Sir James Creed Meredith L.L.D.  
(1842-1912)
A member of Lodge No. 25, Dublin, he served 
as Grand Treasurer from 1893 to 1897 and as 
Deputy Grand Master from 1898 to 1911.
The portrait was presented in October 1900 and 
in December, Richard T. Moynan, the Artist, 
asked Grand Lodge’s permission to exhibit it at 
the Royal Hibernian Academy.

3. Augustus Frederick, 3rd Duke of Leinster 
(1791-1874)
Augustus Frederick Fitzgerald of Carton 
House, Kildare served as Grand Master from 
1813 to 1874. He was the son of William Robert 
Fitzgerald, whose portrait hangs in the main 
stairway of Freemasons’ Hall and was Grand 
Master in 1770 and 1777. 
The 3rd Duke took a great interest in the design 
and decoration of Freemasons’ Hall, which 
opened in 1869. 
A portrait committee was established in 1867 
to commission three portraits for this new hall. 
The Duke of Leinster, John Fitzhenry Townsend 
and Thomas Mostyn were the subjects.
This work by Stephen Catterson Smith, Director 
of the National Gallery, was unveiled in 
November 1869.

Grand Lodge Room Portraits
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4. Thomas Mostyn 
(1806-1868)
Crown and Treasury Solicitor and a founding 
member of Lodge No. 20, Sligo. He was 
Treasurer to the Grand Lodge from 1858 to his 
death in 1868.
His portrait, also unveiled in November 1869, 
was executed by Mr. Lucas of London at a cost 
of c. £150.00, including the frame.
5. Albert Edward, Prince of Wales
(1841-1910)
The Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII, 
became a Patron of the Masonic Order in 
Ireland in 1871 and a request was made to allow 
his portrait to be painted. Ten years later it was 
reported that Thomas A. Jones, R.H.A. had been 
in London making necessary arrangements for 
the execution of this work. On its completion in 
1882 it was decided that it would be placed to 
the right of the Grand Master’s throne, where it 
hangs to this day.
6. Charles, Earl of Charleville  (1712-1764)
Charles Moore, 2nd Baron Tullamore and Earl 
of Charleville (created 1758) held the position 
of Grand Master in 1741 and 1742 and again 
in 1760. He was Governor of King’s County 
(Offaly) from 1761 until his death. 
This portrait was presented to Grand Lodge in 
1924 by Col. K.H. Bury of Charleville Castle. 
7. Richard, 6th Earl of Donoughmore  
(1875-1948)
Richard Walter John Hely-Hutchinson of 
Knocklofty, Clonmel was a member of Lodge 
No. 44, Clonmel. He was Grand Master from 
1913 to 1948.
In 1924 it was proposed that 500 guineas of 
Grand Lodge Funds be granted for obtaining 
a portrait of the Earl of Donoughmore in 
commemoration of the bi-centenary of Grand 
Lodge. The artist chosen was George Fiddes 
Watt of Edinburgh and the subject is shown in 
full dress of the Order of St. Patrick.
At the unveiling in June 1925 there was 
reference made to the long connection between 
Irish Freemasonry and the Hely-Hutchinsons; 

to date three members of the family have held 
the position of Grand Master.
8. James, 2nd Duke of Abercorn
(1838-1913)
James Hamilton K.G. was Grand Master from 
1886 to 1913 and President of the Masonic 
Schools. 
Walter Osborne, the artist, died before the work 
was completed and so his friend and relation, 
Sarah Purser, finished the portrait which, when 
presented in December 1903, was said to be an 
admirable likeness.
It was to hang in the panel adjoining that of the 
Prince of Wales, whose Household he was a 
member of between 1866 and 1883. The painting 
which is no longer in its original position is also 
in the wrong frame – the caption refers to his 
father.
9. Sir Charles A. Cameron  
(1830-1921)
A member of Lodge No. 25, Dublin, he was 
Deputy Grand Master from 1911 to 1920.
In 1880 he was made sole Medical Officer 
of Health for Dublin; in 1885 he received a 
Knighthood to honour his scientific researches 
and his services in the cause of public health 
and he was made Freeman of the City of Dublin 
in 1913.
Lodge 25 commissioned the portrait and it was 
unveiled in March 1886. Stephen Catterson 
Smith Jr., the Artist, was congratulated on what 
was considered a most faithful likeness.
10. James, 1st Duke of Abercorn 
(1811-1885)
James Hamilton of Baronscourt, Co. Tyrone 
was Grand Master from 1874 to 1885. He was 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and a Knight of the 
Garter.
The Duke presided over the dedication of 
Freemasons’ Hall in December 1877 and in 
1882 Grand Lodge paid 80 guineas to John 
Chancellor of Sackville Street for this portrait 
(The caption refers to his son).

Rebecca Hayes

The views expressed in MetroMason are those of the contributor and are not necessarily those of the Editor, 
Metropolitan Board of General Purposes or Grand Lodge of Ireland.
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My invitation to attend the Carrick Manor 
Christmas Party together with all the Governors 
of Masonic Havens is an annual event never to 
be missed.  This past Christmas Party was no 
exception.  On the 1st day of December we all 
arrived and mingled with all of the residents 
and staff for a festive Yule punch (and the staff 
know how to put a punch into Yule!)  This was 
followed by a sumptuous Christmas Festive 
Board, I lost count of the number of courses, but, 
needless to say with the combined talents of the 
three “wise” ladies, Geraldine, Kay and Lynne, 
assisted by Geraldine Stephenson and Emma, we 
were all very well fed and watered.  So much so 
that I, for one, was unable to squeeze in some of 
Marianne Irvine’s annual speciality, her famous 
Christmas cake.  However, I was promised that a 
slice would be kept for me. Time will tell!!

Santa Claus arrived – as always – and each of 
the residents received a Christmas gift.  Santa 
was in great form and had cheerful words 
for all.  His visit was followed by a few short 
speeches from the Residents and from Henry 
Irvine who, after more years than he cares to 
remember was stepping down as Chair of the 
Operations Committee and as a Governor of 
Masonic Havens.  This special occasion was 
marked by a the presentation of a gift to Henry 
and Marianne from his fellow Governors as 
a token of thanks and appreciation for all the 
work he and Marianne have given to the welfare 
of Carrick Manor and its valued residents over 
many many years.  He is going to be a hard act to 
follow but he has assured me of his support at the 

operations committee for at least the next year.  
His place as a Governor will be taken up by 
another member of the Operations Committee, 
namely W. Bro. Crawford Tipping, once Grand 
Lodge have given us their stamp of approval.

The annual Carol Singing was then enjoyed by 
all present with the inimitable R.W. Bro. John 
Rowden at the piano and the singing led by 
Brian Hoey.  Regretfully the new piano was not 
in place on 1st December but has since arrived, 
so next year’s carols will be even grander!

As the “new” acting Chairman of the Operations 
Committee, it was my duty and delight to thank 
firstly all of the Residents for making Carrick 
Manor that very special and happy place that it 
is.  Secondly, we are always very grateful for the 
unstinting devotion and care that our Manager 
Geraldine Mulligan and her team show to all 
the residents and for its excellent culinary skills.  
I am also very grateful for the time given and 
support I always get from the members of the 
Operations Committee.  To W. Bros. Crawford 
Tipping, David Homan (recovering well from 
a very bad fall last summer which put him out 
of action for about 6 months) Philip Middleton, 
Edward Harris and of course, Henry Irvine and 
also to the very helpful ladies on the committee, 
Marianne Irvine, Jennifer Moffett and Susan 
Moffett, my sincere thanks

Lastly, I would like to thank all of the 
Metropolitan Masons and Lodges who support 
us at Carrick Manor.  Your help and financial 
support each year is invaluable.  We are always 
interested in hearing from any Brethren who 
might like to come and visit Carrick Manor 
and to see for themselves what a wonderful 
facility we have here in Monkstown, one which 
we can all be proud of.  If any Brother would 
like to consider joining us on the Operations 
Committee at our monthly meetings and who 
possibly has some talents that would be useful 
then I would love to hear from him.

R.W. Bro. John Haynes
Chairman, Board of Governors,

Masonic Havens.

Carrick Manor Christmas Party 2016
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Regarded as Ireland’s foremost band in the 
traditional jazz style: This great band has toured  
all the major jazz festivals of Europe. The band 
is in constant demand for festivals and corporate 
entertainment. Resident every Sunday at Sin E 
in Dublin City, this ultra professional Dixieland 
Jazzband, led by the legendary jazz drummer 
Des Hopkins, features some of the country’s top 

musicians playing and singing the great music of 
the twenties,thirties and forties and all the hits 
of ‘The Jazz Age’ presenting an amazing  and 
entertaining performance.

The BBQ with take place on 17th June.and it 
is hoped that it will prove as good an entertain-
ment evening this year as it has done in the past.

Dixieland Jazzband play at Metro BBQ

A meeting of Lux Diei was held in Freemasons’ 
Hall, Molesworth Street at 2.15 pm. At that 
meeting, presided over by R.W. Bro. Derek 
Brennan, Chairman of the Metropolitan Board, 
we had a number of distinguished foreign 
visitors in attendance. 
The Brethren, all from the Grand Lodge of The 
District of Columbia, USA, were welcomed to 
the Lodge and treated to a most interesting talk 
by W. Bro. Geoff Lovegrove on “Boats, Rivers 
and Things”. 
Our guests joined us afterwards for coffee and 
fellowship. The delegation of five Masons was 
headed by R.W. Bro. Morgan P. Corr, Junior 
Grand Steward, GLDC and PM of Federal 
Lodge No. 1, he was joined by W. Bro. Walter 
Hoenes, Grand Historian, GLDC, PM of 
Fraternity Lodge No. 54; W. Bro. Adam Tager, 
Grand Marshall GLDC, Worshipful Master 
of William R. Singleton Hope Lebanon Lodge 
No. 7; W. Bro. Robert A. Maxim II, Worshipful 
Master of Federal Lodge No. 1 and W. Bro. 
Richard F. Alexander II, Worshipful Master of 

The Colonial Lodge No. 1821. 
During the refreshments, the Brethren presented 
several of the Officers of Lux Diei with cufflinks 
and lapel pins to mark their visit to Molesworth 
Street. We had a fascinating discussion on 
the difference and similarities between Irish 
Masonry and American Masonry. 
In the end, we agreed that we have more in 
common than not and that ultimately it is 
universal Brotherhood which unites us.
They remained afterwards to meet the Grand 
Lodge Representative of the District of Columbia 
to the Grand Lodge of Ireland.
Lux Diei meeting dates 
March 2017 Friday, 24th
April 2017 Friday, 28th
May 2017  Friday, 26th
September 2017 Friday, 22nd
October 2017 Friday, 27th
November 2017 Friday, 24th

Lux Diei 24.02.2017
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The Society was founded in 1932, by eleven 
members of Lodge 412. There is no evidence to 
explain why the name “Centurions” was chosen.

In the early years the Society travelled far and 
wide to play the six qualifying Competitions 
for the “Magwood Trophy” and judging by the 
winners’ scores, there were some expert golfers 
in matches played in Baltray, Ballybunnion. 
More recently Competition have taken place 
in Ballymascanlon and Bunclody along with a 
number of well known Dublin Clubs.

Down the years, the Society has been favoured 
by the membership of some well known and 
senior Brethren, but it would be invidious to 
name only some of them here. The current Office 
of President is graced by W.Bro. Des Finnegan, 
and this year’s Captain is W.Bro. Henry Irvine.

The majority of current members are high 
handicappers, who play for the love of golf, enjoy 
the company of fellow members, and no doubt 
encouraged by the knowledge that the Society is 

currently contributing to Masonic Charity each 
year.

The following fixtures have been 
arranged for 2017

Foxrock Golf Club Thursday 25th May

Rathfarnham Golf Club Thursday 22nd June

Delgany Golf Club Thursday 27th July

Carrickmines Golf 
Club Friday 27th October

Milltown Golf Club 
– Dinner and prize 
distribution

Friday 27th October

If you would like to join the Centurions Golfing 
Society for a friendly game of golf and dinner, 
we would be delighted to welcome you. Please 
contact R.W.Bro. Philip Daley at philip@
philipdaley.ie or 087 2057320 for further 
information on membership.

Centurions Golfing Society

The Metropolitan Board of General Purposes 
are proud to present “Musical Memories” a show 
being staged by our old friends, The Dundalk 
Musical Society and featuring performances 
taken from many of the world’s greatest 
Musicals.

This year the show will take place on Saturday, 
1st April, in the Grand Lodge Room and will 
commence at 7.30 pm. There will be a wine 
reception before the performance.

The Musical Society have performed in the 
Grand Lodge Room on a number of occasions in 
the past and it is hoped that this time will prove 
to be every bit as successful in raising funds for 
the Charities as it has in the past. The proceeds 
raised from this show will be added to other 

amounts raised by the Board during the past 
year and will be given to Can Care 4Living, the 
adopted Charity of the Metropolitan Board for 
this year. 

Musical Director of the Dundalk Musical Society 
is Mr. Ronan Dennedy who has promised that 
the audience will be treated to a wonderful 
evening. With close to 50 performers on stage, 
Ms. Anne McCabe, Chorus Mistress, is quick to 
agree and assures all that the Society is looking 
forward to a successful night.

All that is needed is your support Brethren. 
Tickets are for sale at the Porters’ Desk or from 
members of the Board at €20.00 each. Please 
support this great Charity.

Musical Memories
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Now in Stock Available from the Hall Porters’ Desk 

The Sore leg Bear The Wheelchair Bear The Circular Pin The Golden Bear
€5 €5 €5 €5

Miss Ted Pin Golfing Bear 1 Golfing Bear 2 The Original Bear
€5 €5 €5 €5

Large Bear 24” Small Bear 10”
€25 €6

Dublin Garrison Lodge No. 730 is very proud 
to donate €1,000 to CanCare4living to support 
the work they do in assisting the survivors of 
childhood and teenage cancer. In September 
Lodge No. 730 ran a very successful event “The 
Hairy Bear Run”, which was very well received 
by all who attended. This event consisted of  a 
poker run where participants would use vehicles 
and draw cards at various locations on exciting 
route through Dublin, Meath and Louth. Prizes 
were then given to those with the best poker 
hands while refreshments were enjoyed. A 
great response was received for this event 
and 730 plans this to be an annual event with 
preparations already underway for a 2017 event.  

Bro G.W. Kiely. 

Dublin Garrison Lodge No. 730

Philip Daley. (Met Board), Myles McCarthy 
(WM) and Andy Farrell (SOC) at the 
presentation
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I recently came across the attached newspaper 
report concerning a Masonic Funeral which 
appeared in Finn’s Leinster Journal dated 16th 
November 1768. I thought, perhaps Metro Mason 
might find it of some interest.

I copied the article from the archives in the 
National Library.

It is of course written in “Old” English and I 
have taken the liberty of “Translating” it into 
modern English. 

Sincerely & Fraternally

W.Bro. Edwin S. Handcock
Fidelity Lodge 125

MetroMason
We are always delighted to receive articles of interest for MetroMason and we welcome your 
contributions. Please submit articles to print@metromason.ie

A Masonic Burial

Feathard, Nov 9. Yesterday the remains of 
Mr. Francis Clarke, late of Lord Drogheda’s 
regiment of Light Dragoons, and a member 
of the Lodge of Freemasons of this town, was 
decently interred in the following order, viz. 
Mr Robert Robnet, Master, and Mess. Hill 
Thompson and george Robbins, Wardens of 
Clonmel Lodge No. 96, and several of the 
Members of the Lodge, preceded the coffin, 
clothed in their proper habiliments, bearing 
in their hands the different ensigns of their 
Office, then followed the coffin covered with 
black velvet, with a Bible, Square, Compass 
and other implements of Masonry thereon, 
with eight Bearers dressed as Freemasons, 
with Aprons, Gloves, Scarfs, Hatbands 
etc. Mess. Burrows and Griffin were Head 
Bearers, marching as two Grand Masters, 
clothed extremely grand and solemn; Mess. 
Kearney and Connell next as Grand Wardens; 
Mess. Black, Divine etc, etc, followed in order; 

most of the bearers belonging to Lodge No. 
96, and the rest to a Lodge formerly held in 
this town. Immediately after the coffin went 
the Rev. Mr Pennefather, clothed in proper 
form; then marched two Mutes and a few 
Mourners, all Freemasons. This procession 
being preceded by a Freemason with a 
drawn Sword, and the Lodge belonging to 
the 9th regiment of Dragoons quartered here, 
moved slowly on to the grave, where they 
interred their deceased Friend with greatest 
solemnity; Mr Pennefather giving them an 
excellent discourse suitable for the occasion. 
Just before the earth was laid over the coffin, 
the Gentlemen gave three claps, repeated 
some words and then returned in the same 
order to the sign of the Sun, Square, Arch 
and Compass, where directly that memorable 
number Forty-five Freemasons dined and 
drank several toasts suitable to the occasion.
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It’s a pleasure to report on a unique occasion 
which took place in Freemasons’ Hall on 
Saturday 22nd October 2016. At 10:30 Loge 
Bertholdi No 500, Grande Loge Nationale 
Française, Installed its Worshipful Master 
according to the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite (by dispensation). In attendance were RW 
Brother Jean-Louis Lagadec, representing the 
Grand Master of France (GLNF), with a large 
number of Officers from Grande Loge Nationale 
Française. 

For myself, it was of great interest to see the 
Installation of the Master according to Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite, as it from these 
origins that Lodge No 884, France d’Irelande first 
came. The Master Elect of Bertholdi had already 
been through the Chair, so the Ceremony was 
attenuated but it was explained and demonstrated 
how Brethren of that Rite normally place the 
Master in the Throne of Solomon. The name 
of the Lodge commemorates Frédéric Auguste 
Bartholdi, the Sculptor who designed the Statue 
of Liberty.

Following Lunch, France d’Irelande Lodge No 
884 met at 15:00 to confer the Degree of Entered 
Apprentice on two Candidates. Our Lodge 
lost its Worshipful Master, W. Brother Jean-
Pierre Monnin, to the Grand Lodge Above very 
suddenly this year, and I took the Chair at the 
request of the Brethren of France d’Irlande. With 
some trepidation in front of such a distinguished 
French gathering, I opened the Lodge en 
Français and we proceeded to confer two 

Entered Apprentice Degrees. Our attendance 
was large, having the Brethren of Loge Bertholdi 
No 500 also present, with the delegations from 
their neighbouring Provincial Grand Lodges.

A little history: Lodge No 884 has its origins in 
French Freemasonry and is developing as a living 
Masonic bridge between Ireland and France. We 
hold our Stated Communications in Dublin, our 
business Meetings commencing at 5.30 pm, 
mainly in English, followed by an informal glass 
of wine and a snack at the Alliance Française in 
Kildare Street. These Meetings are short and we 
anticipate the Festive Board to finish at around 8 
pm. Any Brother interested in visiting us is very 
welcome.

Our principle Stated Communications this year 
will be at 15:00 on Saturday 18th February, 
when a large contingent of our French members 
will travel to Dublin for the Installation of the 
Worshipful Master; on Saturday 22nd April we 
will have a Ladies Night following the afternoon 
Meeting, with wives and partners travelling 
from France to join us; on Saturday 21st October 
we are joined again by the main membership 
of the Lodge for a 15:00 Meeting, to elect the 
Worshipful Master for the coming year.

I trust some of you will find time to visit us, 
(no French necessary), and support this unique 
Metropolitan endeavour.

Morgan McCreadie
Worshipful Master (Acting) 

France d’Irlande 884

La Belle France
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Crossword No. 8 - Answers  by “Beehive”

1  Holy See, principal - arch, man on board - (chess) 
bishop, nearly rolling - ric(h) (13)

8 European - e, on edge over - rim backwards (4)
9  Choir urged anagram (5,5)
10  A firearm initially - af, consummate ease -fluent (8)
11  Disaster - ruin, entered by quiet - sh (4,2)
13  Electronic - e, function - sine (maths) in game - 

chess (10)
16  Tips from (m)aide(n) - Personal Assistant (4)
17  Left - l, well-upholstered - fat (4)
18  Turn - go, to, men on board - pieces (chess) (2,2,6)
20  (Sweat)pants (6)
22  Accounts - stories (8) 
24  Self-explanatory (10)
26  Fish - dory - small boat (4)
27  Forest - Epping, with a street - st, on either side, 

one (8,5)

Across
1  Male (getting) what for anagram (3,2,3,3)
2  Number - song (5)
3  Revolutionary going around - red (reversed) in 

dull - boring (9)
4  Shuttle(cock) (7)
5  Mason - (Br)other (5)
6  Restore control - rein, gallery - Tate, first of 

S(utherland) - inserted (9)
7  Pool game (3)
12  I nude anagram, on links - golf course (2,3,6)
14  Taxi meter anagram (5,4)
15  Copies sent over - apes reversed, judges - rates (9)
19  In stone anagram (7)
21  Cricket Bowler bowls deliveries (5)
23  Check - audit minus (t)ime, plus nothing - o (5)
25  Stopping system - A(nti-locking) B (reaking) 

S(ystem) (3)

Down

A R C H B I S H O P R I C

R A O H T E U

E M I R R O U G H C I D E R

O O D T E N

A F F L U E N T R U S H I N

T R L T N

C H E E S I N E S S A I D E

E X N E T U

F L A T G O T O P I E C E S

A R E A C

S W E A T S N A R R A T O R

T T S A U U

M A N I C U R I S T D O R Y

B M M O E I S

S T E P P I N G S T O N E
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15
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17 18 19 20
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22 23

24 25

26 27

1 No-one paying to join this punch-up? (4-3-3)
6 Traitor taking drug? Could be speed (4)
8 Listener in trouble with province (8)
9 Knocks over a bit of dim sum in a show of bad 

blood (6)
10 Send a message once to the Caribbean on this? (4)
11  Police chief, a venomous sort of creature (10)
12  Control relaxation with coach inside (9)
14  “Room at the Top” in Greek? (5)
17  Article in newspaper on a steamy situation? (5)
19  Hidden harm we get from source of vitamins (5,4)
22  Up-and-down March for Lodgers? (4,2,4)
23  Pointless notice taken of the ears (4)
24  Fats called monk with one ring (6)
25  Leaving cert maybe in English repeated for this 

candidate (8)
26  Man, perhaps, prepared lies (4)
27  Lenient with rod serving up juicy piece of steak (10)

Across
1 Complete mechanism displaying kit and caboodle (4,5)
2 Ex-pats taking European fighter on short holiday (7)
3 You might see through this specialist’s work! (8)
4 A small whiskey aboard cruise? Aye, very small! 

(1,4,2,3,5)
5 I hear songs in German by the choirmaster, perhaps (6)
6 Wealthy investor taking in European Parliament 

once (9)
7 With a big wave I have to go back holding a note up (7)
13 Fruit packaged for Argentine by arrangement (9)
15 Admit one’s mistake arriving after bathing? (4,5)
16 Fire people for dragging their feet in this event? (4,4)
18 Answer which you in France might give, not very 

watery? (7)
20 Scoff at current holy books over what acid might do 

(3,4)
21 Determined attempt to iron over endless speciality (6)

Down

Crossword Number 9  by “Beehive”

This Crossword has been 
sent into us by a Member 
of one of the Lodges in 
the Metropolitan Area. 
He wishes to be known 
as Beehive.

It is hoped to include a 
crossword in all future 
issues of MetroMason. 

Brethren are invited to 
send completed puzzles 
to: 

The Editor, 
Metro Mason, 
c/o	Freemasons’	Hall,	
17 Molesworth Street. 

Answers for this puzzle 
will appear in our next 
issue.
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