Issue 45

OCTOBER 2017
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE METROPOLITAN MASONIC LODGES

SUMMER LODGE 2017 A HUGE SUCCESS

The 19th Annual Summer Lodge took place in
the Grand Lodge Room, Molesworth Street on
Wednesday, 19th July with over 150 Brethren
present for a very enjoyable afternoon. R.W.Bro.
Derek Brennan, Chairman of the Metropolitan
Board welcomed the many distinguished
Brethren, representing Freemasonry in Ireland
and in particular the Grand Master, M.W.Bro.
Douglas T. Grey, the Past Grand Master,
M.W.Bro. Eric Waller and the Deputy Grand
Master, R.W.Bro. Rodney McCurley.

During the Meeting the Grand Master invested
R.W.Bro. Michael Walker, Past Grand Secretary
as an Honorary Past Grand Master. The
Grand Master spoke highly of his tremendous
contribution to Freemasonry over many years.
M.W.Bro. Walker was Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Ireland for almost 25 years.
Although perhaps unknown to many younger
Masons, Michael Walker is an iconic figure in
world Freemasonry and while Grand Secretary
was perhaps the most influential single figure of
his term of Office.

Following the Meeting we were delighted to
welcome representatives of CanCare4Living;
Dr. Julianne Byrne - CEO, Boyne Research
Institute, Drogheda, Gary Owens – Secretary &
Co-founder and Michael McKenna – Trustee, to
receive a cheque as a result of the Metropolitan
Board’s fundraising activities.

During the afternoon the Grand Master presented
the Claret Jug to W. Bro. Brian Sugrue, Worshipful
Master of Skillet and Trowel Lodge No. 981. The
Claret Jug is presented annually to the Lodge in
the Metropolitan area that in the opinion of the
Metropolitan Board has worked together as a
team to enhance all aspects of the Lodge. The
criteria covers areas such as membership, new
Candidates, Ritual and Degree work, Charity
giving and the social aspect including Festive
Boards and visiting other Lodges.
Prior to the Meeting 94 Brethren and Ladies
enjoyed an excellent lunch served in the
Museum and the Library as the dining area
was unavailable due to the refurbishment work
currently underway. Following the Meeting the
Brethren and their Ladies retired to partake of the
complimentary refreshments.
The Metropolitan Board are indebted to the
many Brethren from around the world that attend
Summer Lodge and we look forward to seeing
many more next year when the Meeting will take
place on Wednesday, 28th July 2018 at 2.30 p.m.
The Metropolitan Board Development Plan
“Building for the Future” included supporting a
Non-Masonic Charity and we were delighted to
partner with CanCare4Living for the 2016/2017
season as part of our outreach programme.
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CanCare4Living is a registered charity for long
term follow up care for survivors of childhood
cancers in Ireland. Children’s cancer care in
Ireland includes comprehensive counselling and
medical support. However, this is replaced with
a more limited care regime when survivors reach
the age of 18.
CanCare4Living is a new organisation founded in
2014 by two parents of survivors. The short term
Aims and Objectives are to recognise survivors
as a group; Promote coordinated Long Term
Follow-Up Care and participate in research on
appropriate care models.
On behalf of the Metropolitan Board, I would
like to thank all those who have participated in
this project through donations, fundraising events
such as a Car Treasurer Hunt, a Golf Outing
and the Spectacular Magical Moments Concert
held here in the Grand Lodge Room. We were
delighted to present a cheque for €10,000 to
CanCare4Living.

E. A. Tracing Board Presentation
Tradition informs us Tracing Boards were used
by the Masters of operative Lodges to “lay
lines and draw designs upon to better enable
the Brethren” to carry out the work required
to complete the building they were currently
working upon. Effectively, a type of blue print.
In the early days of speculative Masonry,
when Lodges met in Taverns, the Worshipful
Master would draw out characters, figures, and
emblems with chalk on the floor of the room
where the Meeting was taking place. As he drew
these images, he would explain to the assembled
Brethren the moral lessons of these images.
When their labour had finished, a Brother of
the Lodge would wash the markings away thus
ensuring that no trace of those images remained.
Bro. Paul Lavin, of Caxton, Lodge DXI recited
an “Explanation of the Entered Apprentice
Tracing Board” to a large gathering of Brethren
and visitors at the last Lodge Meeting before the
summer recess on May 19th, 2017. Many of those
present had never before heard the explanation
and thus it was a rare treat not only to have the
Tracing Board in the Lodge room during labour
but also to have that recitation as the main
business of the Meeting. Tracing Boards were
used as memory aids to explain the characters,
figures, and emblems of the Degree to those who
were receiving that Degree. Within Ireland, it
would appear that their use was an import from
UGLE. One of our Grand Masters in the early
20th century banned the giving of such lectures
during degrees to avoid the impression that the
tracing board was a part of the Irish Degree
ritual.
Caxton Lodge was fortunate enough to have
many visiting Brethren that night, including a
Texas Brother. Our Brother from Texas informed
the Lodge that he found the lecture most
enjoyable and that it held a striking similarity to
the lecture used in his own Lodge, right down to
the same peculiar phrases.

Gradually, as Freemasonry became more
organised with the formation of Grand Lodges,
rather than meeting in Taverns, Lodges started
to meet in fixed locations. Thus, rather than
drawing out these images each time on the
floor of the Lodge, they were drawn or stitched
into cloth. This avoided the repeated drawing
and washing away of the images on the Lodge
floor and had the added advantage of acting as a
memory aid. Rather than remembering each and
every character, figure, and emblem, the Master
could easily explain those depicted on the cloth.
Over time, wooden Tracing Boards came into
vogue and to this day both cloth and wooden
Tracing Boards of a variety of sizes are seen and
used within Lodges under other constitutions,
both in Europe and in the USA.
The Tracing Board lecture covers a wide range of
topics including why Lodges are orientated due
East and West, the symbolism of the rough and
perfect Ashlar, and explains the moral virtues
that should ever be found in a Freemasons’ heart.
Bro Lavin is currently working on the
“Fellowcraft Tracing Board” lecture which he
hopes to recite to Caxton Lodge DXI before the
summer recess in 2018.
October 2017
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Paul Gerety – Philatelic Award

We all know that Freemasons hail from every
background, discipline and walk of life and have
occupied positions of both notoriety and fame
across the centuries. We all have our favourite
“celebrity Mason” whom
we
casually
mention to our
non-Ma son ic
friends
and
relatives
as
proof that we
are not all
mad.
W. Bro. Paul
Gerety,
a
member of
Victoria
Lodge IV
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since 2002 and a Founder Member of Skillet &
Trowel Lodge No. 981 is a keen philatelist (that’s
a stamp collector to you and I). He was struck
by the number of Freemasons depicted on postage
stamps and in particular, Irish stamps. Paul
has an extensive
collection of
thousands of
stamps many
of which he
collected
from all over
the
world
during his 40
years in the
Merchant
Navy.

He also owns a complete collection of every
postage stamp issued by the Irish Postal Service
since the foundation of the State. Paul decided
to combine his two passions and enter an exhibit
entitled “Irish Philately & Freemasonry” in a
recent Irish Philatelic Society competition.

awarded the 2016 Society Cup.

After a great deal of work researching
Freemasons who have been commemorated on
Irish stamps and subsequently designing and
creating over 50 display pages commemorating
them, Paul entered his exhibit and waited and
hoped. After the Judges had assessed the many
hundreds of exhibits submitted to the Irish
Philatelic Society annual competition, Paul
learned to his surprise, that his exhibit had been

of the Mason depicted and samples of the

Included amongst Paul’s exhibit were pages
displaying

stamps

commemorating

Daniel

O’Connell, Jonathan Swift, Oscar Wilde and

many others. Each page contains a brief resume
postage stamps commemorating them.

Paul is pictured with the IPS perpetual cup,

his 2016 Society Medal and his exhibit in the
Molesworth Museum. He is happy to show his
exhibit to anyone who shares his joint passions
for stamps and Freemasonry.

North Munster Book
The Provincial Grand
Lodge
of
North
Munster has recently
published a magnificent
book recording the
stories associated with
the men whose names
appear on the Roll of
Honour of those who
served and those who
lost their lives in the Great War.
The Provincial Grand Lodge
of North Munster
A Roll of Honour

Remembering the Members of the
Six Masonic Lodges of North Munster
Who Served During the First World War

All the stories relate to members of 6 Lodges
throughout the Province.

The Book was written by Worshipful Brother
Tony Thuillier, Ormonde Lodge 201, Limerick.
Tony was a long term member of the Reserve
Defence Forces, having retired from same in
December 2002, as Battery Commander of the
Air Defence 1st Regiment, having attained the
rank of Commandant.
The Book, itself, is enjoying great levels of
popularity and is currently on its second print run.
It is available from The Grand Lodge of North
Munster and is a wonderful record of this time
in History.
October 2017
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Lux Diei Lodge
a great vision way back in 1988 when Lux Diei
was born.

Lux Diei has gone from strength to strength in the
past number of years the Sterling work of R. W.
Bro. Philip A.J. Daley the then Chairman of the
Metropolitan Board and now our Grand Secretary
who had chaired all the Stated Communication as
our Worshipful Master. The numbers in attendance
now reach 40 with most attending our Festive
Board of soup and sandwiches at 1.15 pm with
the Lodge opening at 2.15 pm sharp and closing
at the latest 3.15 pm. These times make it very
attractive for our Brethren who find it difficult
to attend Meetings in the evening.
The Lodge meets in January, February, March,
April, May, September, October and November
on the 4th. Friday of the month. in Freemasons’
Hall, Molesworth Street, Dublin 2.

All Freemasons are automatically a member of
Lux Diei Lodge and we thank most sincerely
M.W. Bro. Michael Walker our Founder who had

Over the last 12 month we were honoured to have
as our guest speaker M. W. Bro. Michael Walker
address our Stated Communication. Also in the last
12 months our guest speakers included The Most
Eminent and Supreme Grand Master of the Great
Priory of Ireland speaking on the R. N. L. I. and
R. W. Bro. Joe Byrne speaking on the building
of Dun Laoire Harbour. Earlier in the year we
were delighted to welcome our Deputy Grand
Master R. W. Bro. Rodney Mc Curley who gave
us an insight into the forthcoming renovations to
Freemasons’ Hall which will commence before
the summer recess. R. W. Bro. Geoff Lovegrove
gave us a most interesting talk on Rivers, Canals
and Boats. At the beginning of the year it was
our privilege to welcome W. Bro. Jack Rodger
M.B.E. enlightening us on the Northern Ireland
charity Children to Lapland Trust in which they
fly annually and terminally ill children to visit
Santa Claus.
Last year we were fortunate to have W. Bro. Alan
Harrison from the Royal Air Force Association
also R. W. Bro. Michael O’ Callaghan telling
us of his time as Chief Pilot with our national
airline Aer Lingus.

Finally I would like to thank all our Guest
Speakers who give up their time to come and
visit Lux Diei Lodge during the year and all
the Brethren who attend on a regular basis. It is
hoped that we may see an increase in attendance
in the coming months.
Remember you are a member of Lux Diei Lodge

W. Bro. Terry E. Woods

Lodge Secretary

The views expressed in MetroMason are those of the contributor and are not necessarily those of the Editor,
Metropolitan Board of General Purposes or Grand Lodge of Ireland.
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Valedictory Address

An address given by R.W. Bro. Michael W.
Walker, Grand Secretary, at the Quarterly Stated
Communication of the United Grand Lodge of
England, held on Wednesday 9th March, 2005 in
Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, London.
M.W. Pro Grand Master and Brethren,
Firstly let me say that I feel no stranger amongst
you. I have been coming here now to visit your
Grand Lodge for over twenty-three years; and
have finally mastered the key to the labyrinth
that is Freemasons’ Hall so that I can now get
to the robing room and thence to the doors of
Grand Lodge without getting lost. Sadly this
acquired skill will shortly be superfluous when
I hand the baton on to another and ride into
the sunset. However, and because of this, I am
indeed grateful for the opportunity to make a
short valedictory address on this my last official
visit as Grand Secretary for Ireland.
A well-known Dublin character and
successful art dealer was recently quoted in
his obituary/appreciation as having frequently
remarked,”Most of us have delusions of grandeur.
If we can afford them, we’ve a responsibility to
occasionally indulge them”. Well I have been
graciously afforded the opportunity and will
therefore indulge my delusions by these few
words. Because Freemasonry is a subjective

entity it makes its own special contribution to
each individual and therefore very difficult
to provide an exact definition for an outsider,
but I was reminded recently of one of the best
definitions I have ever come across when, in a
press report on the Holocaust Memorial Day,
60th Anniversary Celebrations, held in Dublin on
January 30th this year, the Pope was recorded as
saying “There must be no yielding to ideologies
which justify contempt for human dignity on
the basis of race, colour, language or religion”;
and the Israeli President, Moshe Katsav is
reported as saying “the will must resurface for
the fraternal world, a world based on respect
for man and his dignity”. I was immediately
struck by the similarity of these sentiments to
those expressed just two hundred years ago by
Bro. Daniel O’Connell, Freemason, Lawyer
and Statesman, who when delivering a speech
in 1814, upon “illegal associations”, described
Freemasonry as “Philanthropy, unconfined by
sect, nation, colour, or religion”. Truth, one of
our three main principles and precepts does not
change. Truth, in a Masonic connotation, may
be interpreted as, public and private morality,
the knowledge and fear of God and, following
on from that, respect for, and love of, our
neighbour. This respect includes toleration of
his personal viewpoint, his religious beliefs and
his political opinions. If we pursue the aims of
Freemasonry, our search should widen, yet focus
our vision, while ever making us more deeply
aware of, and closer to, the Great Architect of
the Universe, heightening our spirituality and
deepening our insight into that which we may
never hope fully to understand. There is so much
more to Freemasonry than the shallow depth
of today’s assessment and its scant inspection
and acceptance by today’s society, obsessed as
society is with overt material success for the
individual rather that his overall contribution to
society.
The purpose of Masonry is “self-improvement”
October 2017
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- not in the material sense, but in the intellectual,
moral and philosophic sense of developing the
whole personal and psyche so as, in the beautiful
and emotive language of the ritual “to fit
ourselves to take our place, as living stones, in
that great spiritual building, not made by hands,
eternal in the Heavens”. Such an hypothetical,
whole, developed, complete person must, in his
journey through life, and in his interaction with
others, make a more extensive contribution to
society in general, thus realizing and fulfilling
his expressed wish on initiation, to become
“more extensively useful amongst his fellowmen”. Such are the lofty, lawful and laudable
aspirations of the Order.
In marketing terms we must view Freemasonry
as a product. This is what we are “selling”, or
otherwise providing, for uptake by members
and potential members. To increase our sales,
we must either improve the product or make
the packaging more attractive. Freemasonry is
a fairly stable product in itself - very little can
be done to alter the product without changing
it entirely in both essence and appearance. Its
principles and precepts have stood the test of
time and are as valid today as ever. We cannot
change the product and remain in the same
business; and we must be true to ourselves in
this. If we want to change to the extent of getting
into a new line of business it must be accepted
and recognized that this is exactly what we are
doing; and will it perhaps not be long before
somebody decides that the new product is not
quite right and needs further adjustment to meet
the current demands of society. This I suggest
is not an option which is open to us. What we
have and what we stand for will always be right,
even if its acceptance rises or falls on the scales
of time.
What we can do is upgrade the packaging,
and make it look more attractive to potential
customers, while also actually making it more
palatable to current consumers. In the former
case we can - and indeed already so do - actively
adopt a higher profile; and gently but firmly
“let our light shine before men”. The candle in
8
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the window is the invitation symbol understood
by all; and some will accept and knock on the
door. I am entirely against the “go out into the
highways and by-ways and compel them to
come in “attitude” as is currently being adopted
and practiced by some North American Grand
Lodges. Hard-sell is not for Freemasonry,
however you may try to dress it up. Freemasonry
is there to be adopted and savoured by those
with minds attuned to, or even seeking, its
attainment and what it provides. Freemasonry is
not for everyone; but within all populations and
at all times there will be those to whom it will
appeal. By its packaging and presentation these
customers may be identified and maximised
but they cannot be created. Our principles,
sometimes referred to as “Ancient Landmarks”,
must stand firm, upright and visible, like the
pillars of stone and brick raised by Enoch in the
land of Siriad, and which were still standing in
the time of Josephus, lest the Arts and Sciences
- in our case the whole body of Freemasonry should slip from the knowledge of men.
M.W. Pro Grand Master and Brethren, I have
been the counterpart or colleague, and I hope, the
friend of three Grand Secretaries of England and
three Grand Secretaries of Scotland from whom
at all times I received the utmost co-operation
and support symbolizing the essence of the
Masonic Ethos, for which I personally, and the
Grand Lodge of Ireland which I represent, are
and will be forever grateful. May I say that I am
sure you will accord the same reception, support
and many courtesies to my successor.
I would like to close by likening my experience
of Freemasonry and the wealth of kindness,
generosity and friendship extended to me over
the years by so many, but particularly by those
representing this Grand Lodge, by paraphrasing
a description, by our probably best known
poet and philosopher, William Butler Yeats, of
Lady Gregory’s home at Coole, in Co. Clare, certainly a “maternal shelter” for craftsmen of a
different “métier” - that “this house has enriched
my soul out of measure, because here life moves,
without restraint, through gracious forms”.

The Blue Slipper (Masonic)
The Masonic Blue Slipper is the symbol for
the “Masonic Widow”, the slipper is a symbol
of promise, and coloured in Masonic Blue of
perfection. The colouring of the slipper comes
from tekhelet dye which is taken from the Murex
snails; whose blood is purple but when exposed
to the sunlight the blood turns to sky blue
and does not fade and is everlasting.
Blue threads are woven into the
Jewish Holy Garments and that of
the Israeli National flag which is
blue.
The history of the blue slipper
symbol is reflected within the
Bible story of Ruth, whereby
any woman wearing one of
these, or its symbol, is under
the protection of Masons
thus, making the Masonic
Blue Slipper, that the woman
wearing this symbol; is the
relative of a Mason and under
the unfading Oath of all
Masons to protect widows and
orphans.
History – Long ago, during a
famine in Israel, Elimelech took
his wife Naomi and their two sons,
left Bethlehem, and went into the
land of Moab. The two sons married
Moabite women. Then Elimelech died
and shortly after his two sons died. Naomi
decided to return to Israel. At first both wanted
to go back with Naomi, but Naomi would not
have it. Ruth was persistent and travelled back

with Naomi back to Bethlehem. It was rough
times but they could get help from a distant
relative of Elimelech named Boaz, who had a
good farm outside of the town.
Naomi was a bit crafty, and before long Boaz fell
in love with Ruth. But the law of the land
was a bit stiff. So, Boaz set up court
at the city gate as was the custom
then. He got the closest kinsman
of Elimelech there to settle all of
the accounts, you know, finish the
probate and settle the debts. The
kinsman was not able to take
care of Elimelech’s estate.
Boaz threw his chest forward
and claimed the right to
redeem Elimelech’s entire
heritage. As was the custom
throughout the ancient Middle
East, the kinsman removed his
shoe and offered it to Boaz to
seal the deal. Done! Boaz took
the shoe, held it up, and all the
witnesses certified the transfer.
From that point on and forever
after Naomi and Ruth became
a part of the family of Boaz, that
is, came under the sponsorship and
protection of Boaz and his family.
Boaz took Ruth as his wife, and their son
Obed became the father of Jesse and grandfather
of King David with lineage to Jesus.
Complied by W Bro Ian MacIntyre

MetroMason

We are always delighted to receive articles of interest for MetroMason and we welcome your
contributions. Please submit articles to print@metromason.ie
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Loge France d’Irlande 884

A Unique Metropolitan Lodge

France d’Irlande Loge 884 was in Cannes this
summer, visiting the Grande Loge Provinciale
Alpes Méditerrannée, of Grande Loge Nationale
Française. It was a very special opportunity to
meet with M.W. Bro. Jean-Pierre Servel, Grand
Master and the Provincial Grand Officers of the
Province.
The occasion was significant to many of
our French members who are resident in the
Province, as well as those from other parts
of France and Italy. The group from Ireland
included R.W. Bro. Bernard Woods, Senior
Grand Warden, who is a member of the Lodge;
W. Bro. Ivan Ginnelly and Bro. Zied Brini, also
members; and V.W. Bro. Morgan McCreadie,
Past Assistant Grand Secretary.
A great deal of preparation was made by us for
this occasion, as we were attending for the first
time a Stated Communication within GLNF.
We were also invited, in advance, to address the
gathering concerning our aims and aspirations,
which have gained support from both the Grand
Lodge of Ireland and from GLNF.
On the Friday preceding the Saturday Meeting,
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we were invited to visit the island Trappist
Monastery of St Honoré, where we were
welcomed by the Abbot, who graciously guided
us through the cloistered area of the Monastery.
While enjoying this unique experience, I
reflected on the silence observed by these Holy
Brethren and wondered if there is not a lesson
there for Freemasons.
The following day we made our way to the hotel in
Cannes which was hosting the Communication,
where I was greeted by M.W. Bro. Servel in
traditional French manner, with a kiss on each
cheek and an invitation for us to join him in the
robing room. It was an opportunity for a brief
discussion, although I was saving my efforts for
the main Meeting. R.W. Bro. Bernard Woods
presented him with a piece of Dublin Crystal
and I presented a Crystal jug to the Provincial
Grand Master.
Under the direction of the Grand Director of
Ceremonies, we were presented following the
opening of Provincial Grand Lodge: it must be
said, our French Brethren conduct these matters
with a certain polish. Under the arch of wands
proved by the Stewards, we were directed to our
seats in the North East, while R.W. Bro. Bernard

Française, including their Grand Master, on
behalf of Loge 884 whose membership is mostly
Frenchmen. I am not usually nervous of public
speaking, although I confess to being a little
shy socially but to address such a distinguished
gathering in French was a little worrisome.
However, the three hours of private rehearsal on
my balcony the night before must have paid off,
because our important message was understood
and we were congratulated warmly.

Woods was seated with the Grand Master on
the Dais. The business of Provincial Grand
Lodge was conducted with great precision,
accompanied by solemn music throughout,
including the Constitution of a new Lodge,
which has many members from the world of
Rugby. At a later stage, we had the opportunity
of presenting a framed Irish Rugby jersey to the
Worshipful Master of the newly formed Lodge.
On welcoming our Senior Grand Warden, the
Provincial Grand Master then invited me to
address the Provincial Grand Lodge on our
behalf. It was a very special honour to speak to
some 300 Brethren of Grande Loge Nationale

Our Irish group was hosted by a number of our
French Brethren, organised by W. Bro. Michel
Ducas, assisted by Brother Victor (Shortlegs),
Commandeur Legion d’Honneur. I am
constantly embarrassed by the natural grace of
French hospitality, both Masonically and by the
warmth extended by family members who are
not members of the Order.
On Saturday 19th November 2017 Loge France
d’Irlande will meet in Freemasons’ Hall, Dublin,
at 15:00 as usual but with a full complement
of our French members, with a visiting Lodge
of GLNF, as well as French Grand Officers.
Any Brother is welcome to attend, and will not
find that a lack of French is any impediment to
enjoying a unique occasion.
Morgan J McCreadie
Hon. Past Assistant Grand Secretary

Metropolitan Board hosts Fellow Craft Degree

The Metropolitan Board of General
Purposes again hosted a day of
Second or Fellow Craft Degree giving.
Our photo shows some of the
candidates from Lodge 331 and from
Lodge 2 who received their Fellow
Craft Degree.

Also in the picture are other Members
of 331 who attended to support them
and assist the host Lodge, Unity 238,
and also some of the Officers who took
part in the Degree ceremony.

October 2017
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Claret Jug for Skillet and Trowel Lodge No. 981

It was a great pleasure to accept the Claret Jug
on behalf of the Officers and Brethren of Skillet
and Trowel Lodge No. 981.
For my part, it was only a happy accident that
I happened to be in the Chair when 981 was
selected for this award. It comes as a culmination
of all the splendid and dedicated work put in over
the years by successive Worshipful Masters and
their Officers, which I had the fortune to inherit.

A Lodge’s energy can be attributed to many
things. The enthusiasm brought by newer
Brethren to a Lodge will only bear fruit,
however, if they find a competent and content
lodge of more experienced Brethren already in
place. To this end, 981 was a fortunate Lodge
to join when I entered the order eight years ago,
as barring one other EA (W. Bro. Pat Fox, our
current Secretary and Treasurer) the Lodge was
comprised entirely of its Founder Members.
Those Founders (who had secured 981’s Warrant
only two years before) also numbered many Past
Masters amongst them.
This accumulation of experience and dedication
forms the bedrock of 981. Whilst bedrock
can sometimes be difficult to mine (and the
deeper you dig, sometimes the more fossils you
encounter) it provided an invaluable source of
Masonic wisdom and encouragement to those
of us who were new to Masonry. (Pat Fox will
also say that we disturbed quite a lot of gas in
our exploration). In this respect, the award of
the Claret Jug is as much a testimony to the work
of 981’s Founders as it is to its current members,
and it was my great pleasure to accept it as such.
W. Bro. Brian Sugrue.
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Culture Night at Freemasons’ Hall
that needs to be answered is amazing. This year
the visitors were very pleasant and showed great
enthusiasm. Many were astonished to actually
meet “a Freemason” for the first time in such
splendid surroundings.
One thing that occurs to me from the experience
of Culture Night is that we Freemasons do not
necessarily appreciate the extent of the splendid
spectacle that our Hall actually is.

This year, just like recent years,
saw Molesworth Street full
with people wanting to gain
entry to what has become
Dublin’s most popular venue
on Culture Night, which
took place on Friday 22nd
September.
The doors of Freemasons’
Hall were opened to the public
at 5 o’clock and a steady flow of
enthusiastic people came and went until
around 10 p.m. when the Hall was closed. We
think roughly 3000 people visited the Hall this
year. The general public have come to enjoy
what they see and what they are told during
their visit. Many spent time going through the
Museum before climbing the stairs to see the
various rooms.

Thanks again to the many who helped on
the night and just a note to demonstrate how
wrapped up in matters of their duties that some
of the guides actually get, there was one
such person, who on leaving the
rear of the Hall, was stopped by
members of an Garda Siochana
for driving up Kildare Street
on the wrong side. Who was
this? I ask. The very pleasant
young Garda was heard to say
“ maybe one day I will pay you
a visit there myself”.

Again this year we had the usual gang of members
and staff acting as guides and I am heartened to
say we had a good number of younger members
acting as guides on this occasion.
The experience of being approached by a
member of the public who has a genuine query
October 2017

13

Memorable Visits by the Chair of MBGP
On Tuesday 23rd of May the Chairman of
the Metropolitan Board of General Purposes
R.W.Bro. Derek Brennan, accompanied by
the Metropolitan Almoner R.W. Bro. Joseph
Byrne travelled to Athlone, at the invitation of
the Provincial Grand Master of the Masonic
Province of South Connaught, to attend
the quarterly Meeting of the PGL of South
Connaught.
After all guests were welcomed a very
informative Meeting was held and the plans
for the development of the Lodge Building
were explained. I was told that the front of the
building was newly painted in a very nice shade
of blue by some of the retired members of the
Irish Permanent Defence Force, who now use the
large meeting room on the ground floor for their
Meetings.
We then repaired to the Prince of Wales Hotel
where a good meal, wine, and conversation were
the order of the day. I do hope to be invited back
to Athlone again.
******
On Thursday 25th. May, the chairman of
the MBGP R.W. Bro. Derek Brennan, again
accompanied by the Metropolitan Almoner, but

Times Passed (17th May 1892)

In 1892 the Masonic Female Orphan School of
Ireland held its Grand Centenary Celebration,
in the show yards and buildings of the Royal
Dublin Society in Ball’s Bridge.
A good number of Lodges set up Stalls and
entertainment of all kinds.
The Victoria IV Lodge, set up Daly’s Coffee
House and The Tea Garden, a Pottery Stall,
and a Fancy Stall. The piece de resistance, was
for the first time in Ireland a Café Chantant.
Daly’s Coffee House was a replica of one of
the most famous features of the Dublin which
14
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this time we brought our driver ‘for reasons that
will become clear’ W. Bro. Ronnie Griffin, we
travelled to Limerick, at the invitation of the
Provincial Grand Master of North Munster.
As we wished to be in good time we departed
Dublin early and made our way to the wonderful
City of Limerick.
The North Munster Masonic Centre, on Castle
Street, King’s Island, should be a must for a visit
if you are in Limerick, it is joy to behold and the
Brethren there were very welcoming.
After all the guests were welcomed and a special
welcome was accorded to our driver W. Bro.
Ronnie, the Brethren showed their Limerick
hospitality with some of finest whiskey, sherry
etc, if you get my drift.
The Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
North Muster started on time and was a joy to
see how everyone involved did their job so well
and how the Master got through a full Agenda on
time. We were then invited to the Festive Board.
Here again the North Munster Brethren excelled.
I do hope to be on the invitation list again
sometime. If you are lucky enough to be invited
to Limerick ‘bring a driver’.
R.W. Bro. Joe Byrne
at that time had passed away; within its portals
the Wits and Senators of Ireland congregated
in times passed.
In the Tea Gardens one had tea, bread and
butter, cake or hot scones all for sixpenny.
The Café Chantant was new to Ireland, as it
was a Café where singing was the order of the
day, like today’s karaoke.
Over the three days as much as five hundred
pounds was made by this one Lodge alone.
‘Those were the days’
J.C.Byrne.

Crossword No. 9 - Answers
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Self explanatory (4-3-3)
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Listener anagram (8)
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11 Police - copper, chief - head (10)

12 Relaxation - rest, with coach - train inside (9)
14 Self explanatory (5)

17 Article - a, in newspaper - Sun, on a (5)
19 Harm we get anagram (5,4)

22 (Grand Old Duke of York) Lodgers - XXV (4,2,4)
23 (Pointless) notice minus n(orth) and e(east) (4)

25 Leaving cert - exam, in, English - e, repeated - e (8)
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10 Caribbean - W(est) I(ndies), on - re (4)
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Knocks over a bit of dim (sum in a) read backwards
(6)

27 Lenient (with) rod anagram (10)
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26 (Isle of)Man, lies anagram (4)
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Y O R

Traitor - rat, drug - e(cstacy) (4)

24 Fats Domino, monk - dom, in, o (6)
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5
7
13
15
16
18
20
21

Complete - full, mechanism - works (4,5)
European - E,fighter - Mig (Jet fighter), short
holiday - res(t) (7)
Self explanatory (8)
A, small whiskey - drop, aboard cruise - in the
ocean (1,4,2,3,5)
Songs in German - Lieder homophone (6) 6
Wealthy - rich, investor - stag, taking in European
- e (9)
I, have to - must, go back reversed, a note - a n
up na (7)
Argentine anagram (9)
Self explanatory (4,5)
Fire - sack, people - race (4,4)
Answer - a, which you in France - que vous, not
very - minus v (7)
Scoff - eat, current - i, holy books - N(ew)
T(estament), over - o (3,4)
Iron - FE, over backwards, endless speciality forte minus e (6)
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Crossword Number 9
This Crossword has been
sent into us by a Member
of one of the Lodges in
the Metropolitan Area.
He wishes to be known
as Beehive.

1

It is hoped to include a
crossword in all future
issues of MetroMason.

10

Brethren are invited to
send completed puzzles
to:

13

Answers for this puzzle
will appear in our next
issue.
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14
16

16
18

21

25

19

15

20

21

22
23

In dive double up on card cut (9)
Aristo changes French article for Spanish prize
presenter (5)
Time when analyst invested disatrously to make a
killing in Chicago? (2,10,3)
Short broadcasts on small issues? (6)
Seller I’m haggling with to get higher result (8)
As good as a ride given to French aunt lacking
energy (10)
Raised stake for Italian top blower (4)
Friend of Republican leaving mass meeting (4)
People there decant neat concoction (10)
Note given to mothers after surgery detailing best
conditions (8)
Press for game (6)
Is there a charge for this retirement cover? (8,7)
Dope embraced by spy with pressure off?
Shameless! (5)
And the others keep the French soldiers in basic
shape (9)
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14

19

25

25

3
4
5

20
23
24

8

17

9

14
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7

12

Down

10
11
13

6

11

Across
1
6

5

9

24

16

4

1
2

6
7
8
12
13
15
18
21
22

Aircraft split by small cracks (5)
Explanatory correspondence client server got wrong
(8,7)
Himalayan mountain sheep holds record weight (8)
At home getting opposite directions for pubs (4)
Returned, as it happens, and objected to having
naughty thoughts? (4-6)
Pointer to source of irritation (6)
Barn dance kit Tom traded for means to hit birdie?
(9,6)
Hen, possibly, at Eccles, perhaps, stages confection
(5,4)
Bum policy could make profit, - or loss? (6,4)
Leaves driers for those washed up? (3,6)
Sufficient promotion before match (8)
It’s my hope initially to become a forger; here? (6)
Accommodation that comes with house phone (5)
Instrument not broken, but odd bits missing (4)
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